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(■•) 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 
ANTRIM: 

Rev' 1 Richard Dobbs - Local Infpedtor. 

W" M'Claverty ------- Gaoler. 

w HEN I vifited this Prifnn laft, I found it very dean and regular; the fupply of 
water was improved fince my former vifit ; the refervoir Pnould have been 
placed infide the Frifon, and a diftind apartment for baths might be then eafily 
formed. The local Infpedor has informed me, the late fevere frofts have burft the 
pipes, an accident which probably would not have happened if the pipes had been 
laid infide the Prifon. The partition wall between the male felon and female yards 
fhould be elevated on a fcale with the furrounding walls to prevent efcapes, which 
the Gaoler’s vigilance alone prevents the Prifoners from perpetrating. A great pro- 
portion of the Prifoners are generally fent here from Belfaft, for crimes of (hop-lifting, 
picking pockets, and fuch as are ufually committed in large populous towns. A large 
Bridewell fhould be built in Belfaft, as a miferable dungeon, called the Blackhole, "is 
the only Gaol at prefent, wherein many perfons are .permitted to remain without food 
or bedding until a convenient opportunity may occur of forwarding them to Carrick- 
fergus. Sixty-t;hree Perfons were tried at both Afiizes, of whom 27 were convided, 
2 of them capitally, both were mercifully refpited. — 32 Crown Prifoners and id 
Debtors were here in cuftody, January ift, i 3 o 8 . 







A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 

ARMAGH: 

Rev d Mr. Ball - - - Local Inlpedor. 

John Johnfon - - - Gaoler. 

1 gave to the very diligent Infpedor of this Prifon, a plan for forming a yard for 

the females, which would not interfere with the uniformity of its original ftrudure. 

Women at prefent cannot be admitted to air themlelves in the court-yard, excepc 
when the men are locked up, an arrangement that gives trouble and occafions broils 
and altercations between them ; the original plan was defedive, in affording a com- 
munication between the female apartments and the male felons yard ; women require 
airing ground for drying linen and clothes, as they generally are and fhould be 
employed in waffling for the male prifoners. I found the Prifon at my laft vifit 
clean and regular. The fees demanded by the Clerk of the Peace in this County 
are unufually great. 41 prifoners were tried at both Affizes, of whom 19 were con- 
vided.— 18 Crown Prifoners and 8 Debtors were in cuftody, January ift, 1808. 

2 3 9 - 
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A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 

CARLOW: 

Edward Fitz Gerald, Efq. M. D. - Local Infpeflor. 
Robert Kerevan ------ Gaoler. 



THIS Prifon, though new, is infecure, it is too fmall for prefent times; it was 
built by lump or contract; and is another inftance of the imprudence of that me- 
thod of executing public work. The Gaoler is obliged therefore to keep all his 
Prifoners ironed, a meafure of great fe verity ; the Infpeftor being a gentleman in 
extenfive pradtice, is unavoidably obliged to be often abfent. Allowance of Bread 
to the Criminals is liberal, but the Debtors, alas ! in this County, do not get any. 
I gave a gentleman, ufually on the Grand Jury, a plan for remedying the infecurity 
of the yard walls, and alfo for building a ward for the fick ; but the frugality of 
■the Grand Jury, has not yet permitted them to make thofe necefiary additions to 
this weak and imperfedt Prifon. 10 Prifoners were tried at both Affizes ; i were 
capitally convidted, of whom one was executed. — 13 Crown Prifoners and 4 Debtors 
were in cuftody here, January ift, 1808. 



( 4 -) 



A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 
CAVAN: 



Rev d Mr. Druitt Local Infpedtor. 

W m Stewart ------- Gaoler. 



WHEN la ft I infpedted this Gaol 1 found it in a worfe Hate, as may be fuppofed 
from its progreffive decay, than at any of my former vifits. I was happy to learn., 
that the Honourable Baron George had remonftrated with the Grand Jury fo 
learneftly, as to have prevailed on them to prefent a thoufand pounds towards building 
a new Prifon. I examined feveral files for the intended building, a very good one 
appears to me, to be a field in the rear of the prefent Gaol ; it is on an inclined plane, 
and water very convenient ; but as the Earl of Fernham intends to new model this 
I own, and to eredt a Court Houfe alfo, it would be prudent not to decide peremp- 
torily on any fituation until the alteration is made. Complaints are incefiantly made 
of the Gaoler, who feems callous to remonftrances from repetition, and the Grand 
Juries appear to be quite indifferent as to his conduct; the local Infpedtor obliges 
this inhuman fellow to allow the Prifoners to air themfelves two hours each dayf a 
duty he never performs but by compulfion, and when that gentleman is prefent. 36 
Prifoners were tried at both Affizes; 6 of whom were convicted, 4 of them capitally, 
who were executed. $ Crown Prifoners and 7 Debtors were in cuflody here, 
January ift, 1808. 



( 5 -) 

.A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 

CLARE: 

'Rev' 1 Mr. Weldon Local Infoedtor. 

Anthony O’Laughlin - - - - Gaoler. 

I VISITET, this Gaol lad September, and found it perfeftly clean, and improved in 
■regularity by the conftruftion of a grated door, which prevents the Debtors from 
a.v.oachmg the Hall of entrance and front gate of the Prifon; this ufeful reftraint 
complaints againft the Gaoler of barbarity and corrupt pradtices. Both 
i, a am confident, unfounded ; I fpent two days inveftigating rhefe com- 
:5 . m Cl>n ^ r ‘Tied in the opinion I have formed, by the Report to me of 
mgerst and humane Infpedtor, who has ftated to me by letter as follows : 
vjao,ei treats the Prifoners with as much indulgence as prudence would 

admit 
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admit of, and in many refpefls with more than the Regulations allow ” 
Debtors are the moft querulous of Prifoners, and often prefume on their not beino- 
Felons to malee unreafonable demands, and aggravated unjuft complaints, if not com° 
plied with. Great attention in diftr.bunng the allowance of necdfaries granted by the 
County, is paid by the local Infpeaor. 52 Prifoners were tried at both Affizes ■ < 
of whom were convifted, one capitally, who was refpited.-2 3 Crown Prifoners and 

9 Debtors were here in cuftody, January ift, 1808. 



A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 
CORK: 



Rev' 1 Mr. Kennedy - - 

Jeremiah Murphy and Son 



Local Infpe&or. 
Gaolers. 



I have ft often reported on the frauds committed on the building of this Gaol 
that to repeat them would appear the umpulfe of malice, and not a defre of reform ■ 
to five trouble of recurrence, 1 fhall now onlyobferve, that this Prifon bevaa to be 
> n -snot yet finilhed, that feveral efcapes have been rSade from 

rhaf d r hC T°r d ”°r **£ fu ™ dercd b f thc Commiffioners to thofe who pur. 

chafed It, I fuppoie becaufe the Gaoler thinks it more fecure chan the cofliy new 

. A u nf m A Auguft ’ and Earned that the architect who had con- 

trafted for building this Gaol was dlfmiffed, that a new one was appointed who 
reported that it wil require two years more to complete it, and to amend fame of 
us imperfections. Had my advice been followed, which I had given in the vear 
1796 to the Commiffioners, and that architeft then difmiffied, the Gaol would have 
been long ago fin, (lied, and the County faved Tome thoufand pounds etenc ” 
Prifoners were tried at both Affizes, of whom 12 were convicted 2 of them 

tCd - 53 Cr ° Wn PnfcnCrS a " d 21 Dtbt0rS * cuftod" 



A Report on the State of the Gaol of the City of 
CORK: 

----- Local Inlpeftor. 

John Waifti ------- Gjiokr. 

THIS Prifon is old and in a decaying ftate ; It is however kept extremely clean 

and ve? U A S “ Ch ‘t 'T V,g,lance ° f the Ga °kr, Scapes are not however attempted 
and yet 1 have not had complaints made of his want of humanity. The Prifoners 
acknowledge they are treated with the utmoft attention by him and the local In 

P uifdA aAAVaol Par Th m r nt r haS , bCen ^"™ g Comnuffi^r! t 

dm a new Gaol. 1 hele Gentlemen advertifed, offerina: premiums for nlans • 
an excellent one has been impartially leledled. From the draughts fenr in ’ 

arnfts, that of Mr. Robinfon of Kilkenny has been preferred. °I had hoped that this 
mark of dffintereftednefs in the outfit, would have been followed by as P mpa i f a 
fekaion of fituation ; 1 have been grieved to find that it has been 
parted from, and that a_ marlh, which is frequently overflowed by tides and land 
floods, has been, by a majority of the Commiffioners, preferred, maugr- the admo 
nitions of feveral Gentlemen of Icience and of medical .(kill. I examined this intended 
fituation laft Auguft; it was then, even in the dog days, flooded. WfcA^ 
mulateu expence will be required by making a foundation in this fwamp I 1 I What 

r lr; 1 " bC Creat r Cd ! ' Fror f; this it appears, jobbing and avance have no 
bowels. A more improper fite than this could have Icarcely been found in the cirv 

Z'A |™°"p - A Prifb " CrS " re tried both of whom 25 were convfoftA 

37 Crown Pufoners and 15 Debtors were here in cuftody, January ift, 1808. 
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A Report on the State of the Gaol of 
DONEGAL at LIFFORD. 



Adam Gillefpie, Efq. M. D. 
lfaac Simpfon - - - - 



- Local Infpe&or. 

- Gaoler. 



WHEN 1 lift infpedted this Gaol, feveral complaints of negligence of the local 
Inlheftor were made by the Prifoners ; thofe were with regard to the quantity and qua- 
uyVdre provifions diftributed to them. I found the pumps in the Pr.fon yards out 
ofonderthe°i'y regulations were not potted, the regiftry had no entry made in it for 
?;vera months 3 ! ev § er y thing mamfefted the InTpedor’s matter*, op. I was extreme y 
furpnlid to find one-third of the Gaol occupied as a barrack ftore for lumber a cir- 
cumftance that renders the Gaol rnfecure and extremely inconvenient 
the female Prifoners, who are thus deprived of thetr airing-ground, which is a great 
wan even for aundry purpofes. At [hat time Lifford had no troops, and had as I 
was rold^eleven barrLk ftores unoccupied. The local IiifpeSor refides at Strabane 
an adioinino- town, and having his bufinefs widely extended, cannot regularly attend 
to hii office 1 : 22 Prifoners we?e tried at both Affixes i 3 convifted, of whom one was 
■capitally convided and executed.— 14 Crown Prifoners and 9 Debtors were 
cuftody, January ift, 1808. 



A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 
DOWN. 

Rev" Mr. Forde ------ Local Infpeftor. 

Edward Hamilton ------ Gaoler. 

AT my laft vifit to this Prifon, I fuggefted to the local Infpeftor an alteration 
in the female ward, which might be eaftty and at a fmall expence effofted, whereby 
the impropriety of male and female Prifoners holding conversion, as is the cafe 
afnrS would be prevented. I am forty to obferve this neceffary alteration has 
not P been adopted. The Gaol is badly fupplied with water, which is fcarce an 
brackiffi, an inconvenience which the town of Downpatrick is iubjedl to. 4 
foners were tried at both Affizes ; 1 1 of whom were convlffed.-az Crown Pr.foners 
and 12 Debtors were in cuftody, January ift, 1808. 



(to. 1 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of 
DROGHEDA. 

Edward Fairdow, Efq, M. D. - - Local Infpeftor 

John Allen - Gaoler. 



THIS has been a long time built, and is on the old bad plan having d g 
under-ground The local Infpeftor is very attentive to remedy the deietts 
Prifon, by treating Prifoners with all prudent and poffible tendernels. A ne 
is much wanted. 1 9 Prifoners were tried at both Affixes i 2 of whom were convicted. 
— 3 Crown Prifoners and i Debtor were in cuftody, January ift, 1808. 
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A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 
DUBLIN: 

Rev 11 Mr. Baylie - - Local Infpeftor. 

George Dunn - - - Gaoler, 



AN efcape of a criminal charged with a capital crime having lately occurred the 
former Gaoler was removed. An efcape from this- Prifon is a matter of extreme 
difficulty, except it fhould anfe from the corruption or negligence of the Gaoler or 
his Deputies. The Jate Gaoler pleaded in extenuation of the charge, that the falarv 
twenty-five pounds per annum, did not afford him the means of employing prone? 
affiftants ; lie was therefore obliged to entruft a Prifoner with the charge ofan inner 
door, by which circumftance the efcape of both was perpetrated. Thofe poor and 
contemptible falaries given to officers in important miffs, are always pleaded in 
excufe for corruption, extortion and negligence. The Gaol appears to be kept much 
ir.ore cleanly and regular by the prefent keeper chan his predeceffor. The allowance 
of provifions to the Prifoners in this Gaol is liberal, and exceeds in that refpea any 
other in Ireland. 247 Prifoners were tried at Commiffion and Quarter Seffions ; 62 
of whom were convicted, 16 capitally, of whom 14 were executed. — 51 Crown Pri- 
foners and 29 Debtors were in cuffody, January iff, 1808. 



' (ia.) 

A Report on the State of the Gaols of the City 
DUBLIN: 

Ifaac Dejoncour, Efq. Local Infpeftor. 

Trelham Gregg ------- Gaoler. 

W“M”Dowell Deputy. 



1.— NEWGATE. 

THIS Gaol has been for fome years paft in a ftate of progreffive improvement. I 
find it generally as cleanly kept as from its crowded ftate can reafonably be expended- 
although this _ Gaol cannnot be confidered very fecure, yet no Prifoner is ironed except 
for milbehaviour, which is the only good ufe theft inftrumenrs of coercion can be 
applied to 1 he local Infpeftor is attentive to the complaints of the Prifoners and 
immediately when called on redreffes any grievance. The Gaoler is a humane 
man, and his Deputy is extremely attentive both to the wants of the Prifoners, and 
to the public fecunty. 477 Prifoners were tried at Commiffion and Quarter Seffions- 
2!° of whom were convifted, 12 of whom were capitally convifted, out of which 

7 wereexecuted ; 73 received fentence of tranfportation.— 178 Crown Prifoners were 

in cuftody, January ift, 1808. 



PENITENTIARY, James Street, Dublin. 



Ifaac Dejoncour, Efq. 
Richard Warren 



- - Local Infpeftor. 

- - Keeper. 



A Penitentiary m which work is not regularly provided, nor a Clergyman re- 
gularly appointed to give lnftruftion ; 30 wretched females for larcenies are equailv 
nere lentenced to undergo 3 years imprifonment ; they are fubiilted by the Gaol allow- 
ance which is 10 lbs. of bread per week ; their fituation would be more deplorable 
but for the compaffionate difpofinon of the keeper’s wife, who fomecimes procures a 
little cafual plain work or card-making, by which the poor creatures eke out their 
leanty allowance. Regular labour and religious inftruftion ffiould be provided, of 
which the lean: criminal of the numerous female convifts in Newgate fhould be 
partakers j this might be effefted at a comparative fmall expence. ° 
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3 BRIDEWELL of Smithfield, Dublin. 

W" Stoker - - Keeper. 

HERE are ufually confined from 50 to 60 loofe women, taken up in the Streets 
at night by Watchmen and Peace Officers ; their imprisonment is generally of a 
month's continuance. Owing to the crowded Sate of Newgate, 26 female con- 
vitfis under fentence of transportation are confined here at prefent. 



4—CITY MARSHALSEA, Dublin. 
David M'Cullogh - - - Keeper. 



A new building not quite finiihed ; a fliamefoliy built Prifon and a fcandalous 
City job. Although the Gaol is inhabited only three years, its interior exhibits the 
appearance of a ruin.— 26 Debtors were in cuftody, January the ift, 1S08. 



5.— SHERIFFS PRISON, Dublin. 

Ilaac Dejoncour, Efq: ----- Local Infpedtor 
Patrick Dunn - - a - - - - Keeper. 



THIS Prifon contains 27 rooms ; there are alfo Some apartments under-ground, in 
which the pooreft clafs of Prifoners reflde ; it has but one fmall court-yard ; as the 
number of Debtors generally confined here is from 60 to 90, the Prifon is evidently 
too fmall ; the Gaoler has no fakry'; yet he fometimes, as I have, been informed, 
is obliged to give a douceur to the Sub-lheriff for the appointment; he fubfiits by 
letting 3 the rooms, and by his fees on the dilcharge of Prifoners. Thefe charges are 
Sometimes confiderea high ; this circumftance proves the neceffity there is for a re- 
gulated table of fees, which the Court of King’s Bench has often declared can only 
be obtained by a new Aft of Parliament. — 6S Debtors were confined here on the 
ift January, 1808. 



6. — FOUR COURTS MARSHALSEA, Dublin. 

Ifaac Dejoncour, Efq. ----- Local Infpe£tor. 
Henry Ormfby, Efq.. ----- Marlhal. 



THIS Prifon is in a ruinous Rate; it is too fmall, is always^ dirty, and the per- 
petual fquabbleY between the Prifoners and Marflral on this fubjeft are unavailing. 
Debtors are the mod refra&ory order of Prifoners; their rooms, ftaircafes and lob- 
bies are generally very filthy; doubtlefs feme are cleaner than others, but each Pri- 
fener obferves juft as much cleanlinefs as he pleafes, and the exceptions to general 
dircinefs are very few. One would imagine that Debtors prefemed on not being 
Criminals, I cannot otherwife account for their general non-compliance wirh regula- 
tions that are, for the mod part, intended for their comfort and convenience. The 
continual operation of the Maintenance Aft, paffed in 1797 by the Irifh Parliament, 
prevents this Gaol from being as much crowded as was common before that falutary 
law had been enafted ; the number of Prifoners is generally from 120 to 200. The_ 
fale ofliquors is not allowed by law in this Prifon, noewithdanding large quantities of 
fpirituous liquors are fmuggled into it by the Prifoners’ friends ; a caufe of riots and 
other grofs irregularities. The Prifon being fo inadequate to the numbers confined, 
does not afford an apartment for the redraint of refra&ory Prifoners. A maniac who 
died lately here, and whofe didemper was aggravated by the feoffs and jeds of feme 
Prifoners, caufed much diforder and complaint. He being under execution, could 
not be removed to a receptacle for lunatics, and his friends, though opulent, would not 
pay his debt. A new Prifon on a large lcale, in fome part of the city convenient to 
the law courts, is greatly wanted. — Number of Debtors in confinement here were 164, 
on January id, 1808. 
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the PRISONS of IRELAND; for 1807, 



(I3-) 



A Report on the State of the Gaol of Ennifkillen., County 
FERMANAGH: 



Rev d Mr. Johnfton ----- Local InlpeCtor. 
George Gallogly ------ Gaoler. 



WHEN I laft vifited this Prifon I found it clean as its conftruCtion would permit \ 
two women were fitting in the mens’ common hall ; this irregularity was occafioned 
by the want of a fire-place in the other cells, fave that where thefe women were 
drefling their food. I have often endeavoured to imprefs on the Grand Juries the 
uecefiiry exifting for a new Gaol, and examined feveral fites for that purpofe ; part 
of the Commons nearly where the gallows ftands, is in my opinion the molt convenient 
that can ealily be procured. 17 Prifoners were tried at both Afiizes ; 10 were con- 
victed, 3 capitally, of whom two were executed. — 8 Crown Prifoners and 12 Debtors 
were in cuftody, January iCt, 1808. 



(H-) 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County of 

GALWAY: 

Rev d Mr. Young ----- Local InlpeCtor. 
Charles Eddington ----- Gaoler. 



A new County Gaol has been 4 years begun on the plan of that in the Borough 
of Southwark ; I fear the fuperftruCture will be found too expenfive for this Countv, 
befides the time neceflary for completing this great work will be fo tedious, that the 
prelent Gaol is likely to be in ruins before that is completed ; the local InfpeCtor 
informed me, 8,000.. has been already expended,and it was not 3 feet over thefurface 
in October 1806 ; the cofliy plans on which Englilh Prifons are ereCted, are not fuited 
to this comparatively poor country. I had always found the old Gaol clean and 
regular as its ill conftruCted date would admit. 46 Perfons were tried at both Afiizes ; 
8 were convicted, 2 capitally, 1 of whom was executed. — 17 Crown Prifoners and 
6 Debtors were in cuftody, January the ift, 1808. 



(150 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of the Town of 

GALWAY: 

Rev 11 Mr. Shaw ----- Local InlpeCtor, 
John Welch ------ Gaoler. 



INSPECTED this Gaol in May laft, which is infuch a'ftate that I would not 
be furprized to hear that the roof had fallen on the heads of the wretched Prifoners. 
The InfpeCtor writes to me, that a new Gaol has been commenced, and is expeCted 
to be finilhedin the courfe of one year. Two men capitally convicted for felony, 
uttering forged bank notes, effected their efcape on the night of the day of the 
conviction. The date of the Gaol excufed the Gaoler from being fined by the 
Judge. 13 Prifoners were tried at both Afiizes.; 3 were convicted. — 4 Crown Pri- 
foners and 7 Debtors were in cuftody, January the ift, 1808. 



239' C 
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A Report on the State of the Gaol of Tralee, County of 

KERRY: 

Rev d Mr. Day - - - Local Infpeftor. 
Francis Tuite - - - Gaoler. 



I -visited this Gaol lad September, and found it as clean and regular as its druc- 
ture would admit. It is not poffible to obferve the 13 Gaol Regulations in this ill- 
-condrufted Prifon ; it has one yard only, in which male and female Felons and alfo 
Debtors .intermingle. I gave a plan to Sir Ed w d Denny, Bart, fometimes Foreman 
.•of Grand Juries, for remedying feveral inconveniencies attending this drufture ; but 
in truth it would be better and more economical to build a new Gaol and Court- 
houfe. This Prifon is alfo, from the lownefs of its fituation and its neighbourhood 
to a rapid river, fubjeft to a (hocking cafualty, that of being frequently flooded to 
the height of three feet, which leaves an immenfe quantity of mud and dirt in the 
yard, and fome even in the cells: on fuch occafions, the centinels are obliged to quit 
their polls, and the guard their guard-room. An extraordinary fupply of fuel, which 
the Infpeftor liberally didributes on fuch accidents, is the only remedy that can be 
uled to palliate this fevere grievance to the wretched Prifoners. It was agreed on by 
the Grand Jury at Summer Affizes to build anew Gaol; I therefore examined fe- 
veral places for a fituation. Thofe which appeared to me fitted and mod con- 
venient for the purpofe were a Field, belonging to a Mr. Wilfon an Attorney, and 
another adjoining the Church, which belongs to Mr. Day .: this work ihould be 
immediately commenced, and as the Lord Chief Baron obferved., that an Aft of 
Parliament mud be obtained for the purpofe, money (hould be prefented at every 
Affizes, that there might be no delay in effecting this necefiary object. The Gaol 
is .at prefent greatly crowded. 64Perfons were tried at both Affizes ; 5 of whom were 
convifted, 1 capitally, who was executed. — 36 Crown Prifoners and 10 Debtors were 
in cudody, January ill, 1808. 



{'!■) 

A Report on the State of the Gaols of the County 
KILDARE at Naas and Athy : 

Rev d Mr. Harriflbn and Dr. Johnfon - - - Local Infpeftors. 
Moorehead and Ring - -- -- -- - Gaolers. 



THESE Gaols are both of them kept very clean and regular, and the allowance of 
bread to the Prifoners is more liberal than in mod Counties. The Hofpital in the 
Gaol of Naas wants repair, and alfo a fupply of beddeads and fuitable bedding. The 
roof of the Gaol of Athy being flat, for the purpofe of airing the Prifoners, admits 
water. 35 Prifoners were tried at both Affizes, 14 were convifted, 3 of them 
capitally; 1 of them was executed. — 17 Crown Prifoners and 3 Debtors were in 
cudody, January id, 1808. 



(18.) 

A Report bn the State of the Gaol of the County of 
KILKENNY: 

Redmond Duffy, Efq. ----- Local Infpeftor. 
Richard Elfeworth ------ Gaoler. 



A new Gaol was begun for this County, under the fuperintendance of Mr. Robert- 
Ton the architeft, about five years ago; this work is nearly finilhed; it is- fuppofed it 
will be fit for the reception of Prifoners about Midfummer, and may ferve as a 

model 
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model for (Length and accommodation to-, the other Counties in Ireland. Two 
Prifoners charged with felony, uttering forged bank notes laft year, broke out of 
the old Pri'fon ; the Gaol, notwithstanding its bad filiation and mifconftriidure, has 
been very healthjn 35 Prifoners were tried at both Aflizes ; 3 were convifted, of 
-whom one capitally, but refpited.— -d'6-Crown Prifoners and-6 Debtors were in cuftody. 
January ill, 180S. 



Os-i 

-A Report on the State of the Gaol of the City of 
KILKENNY: 

Tho’ Hutchinfon, Efq. - - Local Infpeftor. 

W Montgomery - - - -Gaoler. 



THIS Gaolis kept clean and regular; the Infpeflor is very attentive and the Gaoler 
‘humane and vigilant; when the new County Gaol is occupied, the Corporation 
•ihould purchafe the old County Yard, and add it to the airing ground for the City 
Prifoners. The walls of it ftould be raifed. The InfpeSor complains that the 
City Treafurer does not pay him the motley he has expended for neceffaries for the 
Prifoners, although prefented by the Grand jury; this condufi deferVes fevere repre- 
henfion, as the confequence will be, that the poorer Prifoners mud ftarve if the allow- 
ance. of bread be withheld. 22 Prifoners were tried at both Affixes,; 14 were con- 
vvided, none capitally.— 19 Crown Prifoners and 5 Debtors were in cuilody, January 
I ft, l8,08. 



( 20 -) 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of the 
KING’S COUNTY: 

Mr. W m Ellis Local Inipedor. 

Thomas Simpfon - - - - . - Gaoler. 



THIS Gaol was built by lump or contraft ; it is one among feveral inftances, in 
Ireland, of the imprudence of fuch agreements ; the' confequence are perpetual al- 
terations and repairs, unavoidable feverity and ftrift coercion of thofe unhappy 
viftims to the violated laws. Three convicted Felons laft year broke Gaol, and ef- 
fefled their efcape. The plan of the Gaol was bad, the workmanlhip worfe, and 
the fituation word of all, 21 Crown Prifoners were tried at both Aflizes; 4 were 
convicted, none capitally.— 7 Crown Prifoners and 2 Debtors were in cuftody, January 
aft, 1808. ’ 



(21.) 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County 
LEITRIM: 

Rev" Mr. Bennett Local InCpeftof. 

John Irwin - -- -- -- -- -- Gaoler, 



. THIS is a new Gaol, and although occupied as a Prifon it is not entirely 
fimfhed. \Y hen I vifited it laft, 1 gave inftruftions for completing the work, for finking 
the pumps, and making an approach to the Prifon; at prefent the avenue to it is 
fcarcely poflible in winter. The Gaoler is an honeft well-meaning man. 17 Pri- 
loners were tried at both Affizes ; 1 was capitally con victed and executed. — 11 Crown 
Prifoners and 5 Debtors were in cuftody, January j.ft, 1 808. 
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. " A Report on die State of the Gaols of the County and City of 

LIMERICK: 



Mefirs. Sheppard and Gabbett, Efq rs . - - - - Local Infpedors. 
John Hedderman and W m Spearing - - - - Gaolers. 



ONE building contains the Prifoners for the County and City of Limerick. I 
had recommended to the local Infpedors the neceffity for an infulating wall, to pro- 
tect the court walls of this Prifon, in the angles of which centinels fhould be placed. 
Had this advice been taken, the frequent efcapes made fince could not have hap- 
pened. The Lodge, intended by the Archired for a Turnkey, is occupied by a mili- 
tary guard; the centinel fometimes demands money for admitting perfons to fee their 
friends : I once experienced this impropriety, and complained to the Commanding 
Officer; it was then prohibited, but I am told it has been fometimes fince pradifed. 
The Gaol is kept clean. The imprifoned Debtors in this County and City did not get 
the County allowance of bread as Felons do. At my vifitin OdoberLaft, 1 re- 
monftrated with the lnfpedors on the feverity of this diftindion, and. prevailed on 
the County Infpedor to diftribute bread to fix very poor Debtors, whofe friends lived 
at a confiderable diftance from town. This kind pradice he has continued. The 
Infpedor over -the City Prifoners, gave fenfible reafons for not complying with my 
defire, but fa id a charitable-fociety, eftablilhed in Limerick, -took the poor Debtors 
into their care, -compounded, their debts, and relieved them by weekly donations of 
money. 141 Prifoners were tried at both- Affizes ; 18 were convided, 5 capitally, 4 
of whom were executed. — 43 Crown Prifoners and 16 Debtors were in cuftody, 
January the lft, 1808. 



: 0 - 3 -) 

A Report on- the State of the Gaol of 
' LONDONDERR Y. 

"Rev d Mr. Babbington ------ 'Local Infpedor, 

Hugh Stevenfon - - -- - - - - -- 'Gaoler. 



THIS is the only Gaol in' Ireland in which manufadures are regularly carried on. 
"The local Infpedor deferves great praife for his exertions and perfeverance, in 
making this Prifon fuperiorin difciplineto every other in Ireland, by the introduc- 
tion of labour, which is advantageous - to the Public and profitable' to the Prifoners. 
This Gentleman has £. 1 00., earned by the Prifoners, with which he intends intro- 
ducing water by pipes into the Gaol, the pumps being, as is commonly the cafe, out 
of order, and. the fupply of that neceflary element fcanty. As -a proper -ventilation 
of the cells is prevented by the occupancy of looms and machinery, I drew a plan for 
building work-rooms in the court-yard. I alfo ffiewed the Gaoler a method for im- 
proving the operation of the execution board, thereby rendering it eafier to work, 
and lefs painful to the miferable vidim. F vifited-the Gaol of Colerain, June 1806, in 
which were at that time 4 Debtors ; one of them was Jane Douthat, who had attained 
the age of 105 years; ffie and her daughter were then imprifoned one month for -a 
debtofjf. id. ; the unfeeling Creditor had immediately after their arreft feize'd on their 
little cottage and furniture. As I perceived fomething was irregular in the proceed- 
ing, I waited on the Mayor of the town, and gave him the Maintenance Ad, and in- 
ftruded him how to proceed, and oblige the Creditor to -maintain thofe objedsor 
difcharge them. This Gaol has -no Infpedor, nor are provifions allowed by the 
County, a fubfcription was therefore . began for fupporting thofe Prifoners until the 
-benefit of that Ad was obtained, which was effeded in a few weeks afterwards. 24 
Prifoners were tried at both Affizes; 9 were convided, none capitally. — 7 Crown 
Prifoners and 7 Debtors were in cuftody, January the ift, 1868. 
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A Report on the State of the Gaol of the County of 
LONGFORD: 

S. Duberdieu, Efq - Local Infpeftor. 

W“. Ridge - - - - - - - Gaoler. 



WHEN 1 laft infpefted this Gaol I found it irregular and out of order; the roof 
leaked, the fewers flopt, and the privies were a nuifance. This Gaol has been built 
about I 2 years, but a main fewer is not yet conftrufted ; the regiftry of the Gaol is 
kept incorreaiy. The local Mpeftor being a Surgeon of repute and in extenfive 
pradtice, is obliged to be often abfent ; the office of Infpeftor is neceflarily committed 
to a Deputy, who neglefts the duty. Barbolts are, notwithftanding my repeated re- 
monfl ranees Hill ufed, which are an indifferent ligature, painful to him that wears 
them, and if got off the limbs are a twofold weapon, to break the Gaol or the 
Gaoler’s head,. as has been fometimes done by defperate men irritated by harfn 
ufage. 43 Prifoners were tried at both Affixes j 16 were convifted, 1 of them 
capitally, but refpited.— 5 Crown Prifoners and j Debtors were in cuftody, Tanuarv 
iff, 1808'. ” J ’ 



(- 5 -) 

A Report on the State of the Gaol of Dundalk, County 

LOUTH: 

Rev' Mr, Tinlcy Local Infpeftor. 

Dennis Fitzpatrick ----- Gaoler. 

WHEN I laft vifited this Gaol it was clean and regular; ' the male Felons though 
not tried were in irons; the Gaoler, who is not a fevere man, explained the meaning 
of it, faying, that as there was but one yard to the Prifon, it was ncceffary to diftin- 
guifli between them and the Debtors ; the Gaol fhould be enlarged, which might be 
done eafily and at a ftnall expence. The Prifdnefs complained' of the fmallnefs of 
the loaf; I had one weighed, the weight was iflb. the price of it 6 d. Like almoft all 
the country towns in Ireland, there is no affize of bread ftruck here; the wretched 
Prifoners and the Public are therefore at the mercy of the baker. I direfted the 
local Infpeftor to diftribute meal and potatoes in lieu thereof, a meafure he pro- 
mifcd to adopt; the fees demanded by the Clerk of the Peace are very high. A bad 
•Bridewell has been lately built at Ardee in this County. 27 Prifoners were tried at 
both Affixes; 14 were convifted, none capitally .^20 Crown Prifoners and 4 Debtors 
were in cuftody, January 1 ft, i8o,i. 



(26) 

A Report on the State of the Gaols of the County 
MAYO: 

Rev 4 Mr. Afbe ----- Local Infpeftor. 

Henry Mo.rari ------ Gaoler of Caftlebar. 

Vv ni Kelly ------- Gaoler of Baliinrobe. 



JYHEN I laft vifited rhefe Prrfons, that at Caftlebar was very clean and regular; 
the Prifoners complained they did not receive their due quantity of provifions. I 
examined minutely into their complaint, and convinced them they yverejuftly and 
even liberally treated ; potatoes, meal, and fometimes meat being diftributed to them 
m larger quantities than the minimum of the Statute enjoins ; there was no complaint 
made of the quality, ft he Gaoler of Baliinrobe, W. Kelly, underftands bis bufinefs, 
and- does it faithfully. The County allowance of provifions to this Gaol is not regu- 
larly diftributed, as a local Infpeftor has not been appointed, it being fecondary co 
that of Caftlebar. The Affizes are held alternately in both towns. 42 Prifoners 
were tried at both Affizes; 21 of whomwere convifted, 2 capitally, of whom one 
was executed. — 15 Crown Prifoners and 7 Debtors were in cuftodv. lanuarv 
the id, , Jo'S. . ’ . 
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